
The Agroecological Imagination:  
A Franco-American Exchange 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, Pyle Center and Lowell Center 
June, 15-18, 2015 (recommended arrival: June 13 or 14) 

 
Conference organizing committee : 

Michael Bell, UW-Madison ; Stephane Bellon, INRA-Avignon; Aurélie Cardona, INRA-Avignon; 
Christophe David, ISARA; Julie Dawson, UW-Madison; Claire Lamine, INRA-Avignon;  

Erin Silva, UW-Madison; Marc Tchamitchian, INRA-Avignon 
 
Agroecology is fast becoming a global project.  We have much to learn from, and with, one another.  
This conference explores the potential for that learning, with a special focus on building collaborative 
research networks between French and American researchers, along six tracks: theory, long-term 
trials, participatory research, agrifood systems, pedagogy, and sustainable transitions.  
 
In order to promote the building of long-term collaborations, this will be an intimate conference, by 
invitation only, of about 50 researchers and civil society participants.    
 
Objectives of the conference 
We will seek to build collaborative research in four main ways: 

- Exchanges about the state of our agroecological knowledge 
- Drafting concept papers 
- Build personal and professional ties 
- Design concrete comparative research projects and identify funding sources on both sides of 

the Atlantic that will support them   
 
The six tracks 
  

1. The agroecology of agrifood systems: reconnecting agriculture, food, and the environment 
Claire Lamine (Fr) and Julie Dawson (US), facilitators 

 
2. New ideas for agroecological education 

Michael Bell (US) and Christophe David (Fr), facilitators 
 

3. Agroecological theory: generalization without universalization 
Michael Bell (US) and Stéphane Bellon (Fr), facilitators 

 
4. Long-term systems trials: Their role in our understanding of agroecosystems 

Marc Tchamitchian (Fr) and Erin Silva (US), facilitators 
 

5. Participatory research methods in agroecology 
  Julie Dawson (US) and Aurélie Cardona (Fr), facilitators 
 

6. Sustainable transitions to agroecology 
 Gilles Allaire (Fr) and Nick Jordan (US), facilitators 
 

 



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday, June 14 
   

5:30 to 7pm: Wisconsin cheese and beer tasting at the University Club 
Dinner on your own 

 
Monday, June 15 

All Day 
(Meet in Lowell Hall main lounge) 

9am to 5pm: Field trip (WICST Long-term 
trials, FH King Students for sustainable 
agriculture, a couple of farms) 
 
5:30-7pm: Wisconsin cider and charcuterie 
tasting at French House. Also, bring something 
from your region to share. 
 
Dinner on your own 
 
Meeting of the facilitators  
 

Tuesday, June 16 
Morning  
(Pyle Center, Alumni Lounge) 

9:00 to 9:30am: Welcome by Marc Rousset, 
French Attaché for Science and Technology (and 
Dick Straub, Senior Associate Dean, CALS, 
UW-Madison 
 
9:30 to 10:15am: Individual one-minute speed 
presentations around a “descriptive object” such 
as a poster or some other conversation starter.  
(Could be anything!) (Part 1) 
 
10:15 to 10:45am: Informal conversations 
around descriptive objects. (Part 1) 
 
10:45am to 11:00am: break 
 
11 to 11:45am: Individual one-minute speed 
presentations (Part 2) 
 
11:45 to 12:15pm: Informal conversations 
around descriptive objects (Part 2) 
 

Afternoon 
(Pyle Center, Alumni Lounge) 

 

12:15 to 1:30pm: LUNCH 
 
1:30 to 3:00pm: Workshops 1&2 (Part I): The 
agroecology of agrifood systems & 
agroecological education 

 
3:00 to 3:30: break 
 
3:30 to 4:30 pm - Workshops 1&2 (Part II): The 
agroecology of agrifood systems & 
agroecological education 

6:30 to 9:30pm: dinner at French House 
 

musical entertainment by Nick Jordan and Mike Bell 



Wednesday, June 17 
Morning 

      (Pyle Center, Alumni Lounge) 
9:00 to 10:30am: Workshops 3&4 (Part I): 
Agroecological theory & Long-term systems 
trials 
 
10:30 to 11:00am: break 
 
11:00 to noon:  Workshops 3&4 (Part II): 
Agroecological theory & Long-term systems 
trials 
 

Afternoon 
      (Pyle Center, Alumni Lounge) 

Noon to 1:30pm: lunch 
 
1:30 to 3:00pm: Workshops 5 & 6 (Part I): 
Participatory research and agroecological 
transitions 
 
3:00 to 3:30am: break 
 
3:30 to 4:30pm: Workshops 5 & 6 (Part II): 
Participatory research and agroecological 
transitions 
 
4:30 to 5:30pm: Synthesis session. Identification 
from each workshop of 3 to 5 main topics for 
potential collaboration and preparation of 
concept papers 
 

Dinner on your own 
 

Thursday, June 18  
     Morning 
     (Meet at Moore Hall to receive room   
     assignments.) 

9:00 to noon:  Work in small groups to 
implement collaboration ideas that have been 
identified and to outline concept papers.  
 

     Afternoon 
 

Travel home 

 
Conference Registration Fee  
$250 for all days, including the meals mentioned above (receptions on the 14th and the 15th; breakfast each 
morning; lunch on the 15th, 16th, and 17th; dinner on the 16th; bus trip on the 15th; facilities costs). Tuesday 
only: $125; Wednesday only $100. 
 
You must register and pay the fee at the following website (with a very long address!): 
https://events.uwex.uwc.edu/cos/getdemo.ei?id=28004&s=_34W0TNFNT 
 
Lodging 
For “standard” rooms, the costs are $94/night for one person and $105/night for two people (or 
$52.50/person/night). We also have a few “deluxe” rooms reserved at a slightly higher cost. 
 
Nota bene:  You need to make your room reservations individually by following the instructions 
here: http://conferencing.uwex.edu/lodging_res.cfm  You will also need to give this code number: 
FRANCOAA. 
 
 


