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Workshop organization 

1st Half of Workshop: state of knowledge, concept 
paper preparation 
 

o  10 minutes: opening presentation  
o  10 minutes: short discussion 
o  10 minutes: post-it note brainstorming  
o  10 minutes: organization of post-it note topics for small 

groups for follow-up and detailed discussion 
o  30 minutes: small group discussions 
o  20 minutes: small group report-backs 



2nd Half of Workshop: developing collaborations 
o  15 minutes: post-it note brainstorming 
o  10 minutes: organization of post-it notes into 

collaboration themes 
o  25 minutes: small group discussion around 

collaboration themes 
o  10 minutes: group evaluation of the workshop 

 

Workshop organization 



Framework of Agrifood Systems analysis 

•  Analysis of historical and contemporary trends 
•  Critiques of industrialization – disconnection of 

agriculture /food and environment  
•  -> various forms/claims for agriculture/

environment reconnection 
•  -> and agriculture/food reconnection, through 

relocalization (more localized food systems) 
Multiple actors – civil society/farmers often 
driving changes, but many other institutions, 
businesses, associations involved… diversity 
within agrifood systems and interdependencies 
to be addressed 
 
Agroecology theorists claim to include food 
issues and food systems… so what? And how?  
 



Approaches to research and action 

•  Different scales and foci for AE agrifood systems 

•  Territorial or regionally-based initiatives, food 
regionalization and recognition of culturally 
significant foods and cuisines (eg terroir, 
territorial agrifood systems) 

•  Focus on interrelationship between production 
system and food qualities (eg grassfed) 

•  Focus on one component of the system, ie 
breeding, to improve practice as it intersects 
with food and agroecology 



Approaches to research and action 

•  emergence and trajectory of agroecology at the 
crossroads of different social worlds (social, 
academic, farming world and policy) 

•  controversies over competing visions of food 
systems and agroecology 

•  how do they tackle food issues and the 
reconnection between agriculture and food ? 
-> how AE policies and programs include food 
issues (eg the Brazilian case) 
-> issues of power relationships and equity 



Points for discussion 

•  Alternative distribution networks and midscale values-
based food chains within regional food systems 

•  Access to food (+ role of public policies) 
•  Price issues and environmental amenities pricing 

(idem) 
•  Verification of unique qualities emerging from 

agroecological production systems (not only organic/
GI etc.) -> what qualities? 

•  Involvement of civil society and agrifood system 
stakeholders in research 
•  Participatory/collaborative plant breeding for regionally 

adapted varieties/culturally significant foods  
•  How to enhance “relational reflexivity” (take account of the 

interdependencies) 
•  What kind of research, role of interdisciplinary 

research… 



Objectives of the workshop 

1. Concept paper preparation 
•  Connection of food systems and agroecology 
•  State of knowledge 
•  Important questions and topics 

2. Developing collaborations 
•  Questions relevant to both France and the US 
•  Potential funding sources and programs 


